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railed,, notwithstanding occasional slight disagreements. Bonaparte never, to my knowledge, caused annoyance to his tfife. Madame Bonaparte possessed personal graces and nany good qualities.1 I am convinced that all who were acquainted with her must have felt bound to speak well of her; ;o few, indeed, did she ever give cause for complaint. In the
'eeling of affection for his father's memory, and the natural manner in vhich it was evinced, increased the interest of Bonaparte in his young visi-or. Madame de Beauharnais, on learning the kind reception which the General had given her son, thought it her duty to call and thank him. Bonaparte was much* pleased with Josephine on this first interview, and he eturned her visit. The acquaintance thus commenced speedly led to their narriage."
This anecdote is related in nearly the same terms in A Voice from St. Jelena. The story seems unlikely, however, as there was no disarmament iter the 13th Vende'miaire, and Josephine, as a friend of Barras, would lave been safe from any domiciliary visit; moreover, Bonaparte himself, at it. Helena, says that he first met Josephine at Barras's (see lung's Bonaparte ome iii. p. 116).
1 " Neither of his wives had ever anything to complain of from Napo-eon's personal manners" (Metternich, vol. i. p. 279).
Madame de Remusat, who, to paraphrase Thiers' saying on Bourrienne limself, is a trustworthy witness, for if she received benefits from Napoleon hey did not weigh on 'her, says, " However, Napoleon had some affection or his first wife; and, in fact, if he has at any time been touched, no doub+ b has been only for her and by her" (tome i. p. 113). *' Bonaparte was oung when he first knew Madame de Beauharnais. In the circle where he net her she had a great superiority by the name she bore and by the ex-reme elegance of her manners. ... In marrying Madame de Beauharnais, Jonaparte believed he was allying himself to a very grand lady; thus this ras one more conquest" (p. 114). But in speaking of Josephine's coin-ilaints to Napoleon of his love affairs, Madame de Remusat says, " Her 1ms->and sometimes answered by violences, the excess of which I do not dare to etail, until the moment when, his new fancy having suddenly passed, he elt his tenderness for his wife again renewed. Then he was touched by her offerings, replaced his insults by caresses which were hardly more measured han his violences, and, as she'was-gentle and untenacious, she fell "back uto her feeling of security " (p. 206).
Miot de Melito, who was a follower of Joseph Bonaparte, says, "No roman has united so much kindness to so much natural grace, or has done nore good with more pleasure than she did. She honored me with her riendship, and the remembrance of the benevolence she has shown me, t" tie last moment of her too short existence, will never be effaced from my teart" (tome i. pp. 101-2).
Meneval, the successor of Bourrienne in his place of secretary to Napoleon, nd who remained attached to the Emperor until the end, says of Josephino tome i. p. 227), "Josephine was irresistibly attractive. Her beauty was iot regular, but she had La grace, plus belle encore que la beavtg, according o the good La Fontaine. She had the soft abandonment, the supple and ele-;ant movements, and the graceful carelessness of the Creoles.1 Her temper fas always the same. She was gentle and kind, affable and indulgent with very one, without difference of persons. She had neither a superior mind
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